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Aesthetic (30-35%)

Technical (10-15%)

Emotional (50-60%)



Have you the ability to see a good photograph or do you just record 
what‟s there without much thought? Is the image visually appealing?















WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE PICTURE’S 
aesthetics? 

Consider: composition; background; angle of 
view; tonal values; colour as a factor of 
composition; perspectives; lighting, shapes, 
lines, textures, patterns used. 

Also relationships, such as size of focus area 
v. size of overall scene. Is it balanced if it’s 
meant to be.

Signs of opportunism? Serendipity? Skills of 
vision? Is it unique?



Is the image technically good or does it have 
major flaws that make it impossible to salvage?















COMMENTS ON RELEVANT TECHNICAL 
ASPECTS: 

Don’t presume you know better than the author! 
Avoid trivial and irrelevant points. Consider 
visible craftsmanship: exposure/saturation; 
sharpness/diffusion; focus and DOF; light and 
shadows. Printing/digital quality. 

When entered for a competition: Is it well 
presented e.g. Clean matt with no creases in print 
or matt, no scratches on print

MIND: you’re not judging faults! 



What was the intent? Does it evoke a mood or
emotion or is it just a record?



















“A technical „failure‟ which shows some attempt at aesthetic expression is 
of infinity more value than an uninspired „success‟.”

Cecil Beaton  



WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE PICTURE’S 
EMOTIVE QUALITIES? 

Does it have a story to pass on? Strangely 
enough, it is irrelevant what the author as a 
person might tell you he means to convey. 
What matters is: what does the image tell you, 
if anything? Use your inventiveness and 
imagination to compose a story or message. 
How does the image make you feel?



You’ve now seen all the images......now you must 
choose the strongest ten images for you. 

Remember

Aesthetic

Technical

Emotional

A great image should be strong in all 3.


