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Aesthetic

Have you the ability to see a good photograph or do you just record
what's there without much thought? Is the image visually appealing?



Is the subject of interest obvious?
Oriisithere foo much clutter? Simplicity can ensure the emphasis is on
the subject.




NMhat is included and excluded from an image is vital? Is there

any



Is the placement pleasing to the eye?

Is it balanced? (if it’s meant to be)
pDoes it use lines, shape, tone, light, pattern, texture, repetition to
make it stronger?



Vhat makes the image tand out? What are the interesting
zlements? Have you use d lines, unusual angles, colour, shapes







he image make you stop and look at it again? Is it fresh
1d original or does it display the same tired overused
chniques that merely capture the classic cliché?



WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE PICTURE’S
aesthetics?

Consider: composition; background; angle of
view; tonal values; colour as a factor of
composition; perspectives; lighting, shapes,
lines, textures, patterns used.

Also relationships, such as size of focus area

v. size of overall scene. Is it balanced if it’s
meant to be.

Signs of opportunism? Serendipity? Skills of
vision? Is it unique?




technically good or does it have
at make it impossible to salvage?



Have you correctly exposed the image? Did you use the correct
nufter speed, aperfure, IS0, light (high/low)?




he posifion of your light? Side, back, front? Was
his suifable for the subject?



/ou choose the correct aperture and shutter speed
e for The message you were frying fo communicate?




s if In focus where it needs fo be? Did you choose the correct



you choose the correct format, colour or tone?






COMMENTS ON RELEVANT TECHNICAL
ASPECTS:

Don’t presume you know better than the author!
Avoid trivial and irrelevant points. Consider
visible craftsmanship: exposure/saturation;
sharpness/diffusion; focus and DOF; light and
shadows. Printing/digital quality.

When entered for a competition: Is it well
presented e.g. Clean matt with no creases in print
or matt, no scratches on print

MIND: you’'re not judging faults!



Emotional

What was the intent? Does it evoke a mood or
emotion or is it just a record?



I'he core of an image is how it effects the viewer. How does
the image make you feel?
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oes it tell a story, evoke memories or portray a feeling?

—




/ocative or provocative? Does it evoke intrigue or
disgust, is it moving or depressing?



s it meaningful or symbolic ?




1d Tingle of L“ULJ a good luu..‘:p nat sefs a
arf? Does if evoke an emotion or is it just a cutfe
onoto of your child or a relafive?



Jifan inferprefation of the beauty or some other aspect of
the subject?




LS IT a story or statement?
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value than an uninspired 'success'.
Cecil Beaton



WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE PICTURE’S
EMOTIVE QUALITIES?

Does it have a story to pass on? Strangely
enough, it is irrelevant what the author as a
person might tell you he means to convey.
What matters is: what does the image tell you,
if anything? Use your inventiveness and
imagination to compose a story or message.
How does the image make you feel?






